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is on a visit to their place to go hungry? And
then the officer himself should not be blamed.
Why ? It was not he that sent any part of the
supplies to the house. It was all the fault of the
cook. And, after all, what was the relief open to
the village officers? They should go to the
Subedar and say: l Sir, your cook is doing so
and so '. It was not worthwhile, and when all is
said and done, why shoiald the Shanbhogue and
Patel complain ? They were not paying it from
their personal property. The village raised a
contribution and this was met out of it. You know
the story about a Shanbhogue, sir?" I did not
know what story Ramanna was thinking of. So
I said : " What story ?" " The story of the fine
ordered in the course of the Jamabandi settle-
ment/5 said Ramanna. " I do not know the story,
Ramanna;5' I said : " let me hear it ". " You
know, sir", said Ramanna, "that in a ]ama-
bandi the Deputy Commissioner got very angry
with the Shanbhogue and told him he had fined
him ten rupees. The Shanbhogue kept quiet
then. But when the business of the evening was
over he stood in the presence and bowed in great
respect. l What is it ?' said the officer. ' Your
worship5, said the Shanbhogue, 'you have fined
me ten rupees. My village is a poor village